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marked, but it is a full-grown youth, not a child of thirteen, who has been bitten by the Byron ic malady; and, indeed, striking as they are, their relief is mainly due to the light flashed back on them from Poe's perfect work.
" Tamerlane" in its first form shows more poetic susceptibility, if less literary power, than in its present one. In the story itself there is little difference between the two versions. In both the great conqueror relates to a conventional friar how, in Ms boyhood, among the mountains of Taglay, he had loved a maiden, and stirred alike by his ambition for her and for himself had one day determined to go away and seek the empire which the prescience of genius assured him would be his. In pursuit of this plan, he says, without giving any hint of his departure or its purpose, he left her asleep in a matted bower; and naturally enough when, after the fulfillment of his hopes, he returned to seat her on " the throne of half the world," he found his destined bride liad died in consequence of his desertion. Hinc illce, ZachrymcB.
Neither in this tale, nor in the nine fugitive pieces of a personal character which followed it, was there anything to command public attention, especially as the style and spirit were distinctively imitative, the constructions involved, the meaning dark, and the measure as lame as the old Tartar himself is fabled to have been. The interest of the volume now lies partly in its plainly autobio-   " No one knewnions," New Orleans Times-Democrat, May 18, 1884.thick walla, «lwphority whatever to sxipport it.
